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OLD HOME DAY NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

We are looking for a few more folks to join us in 
planning this event. We begin to meet once a 
month in January when we brainstorm new ide-
as, assign responsibilities, and set a schedule for 
each part of the planning. The more members 
we have, of course, the easier it will be for each 
of us. The areas where we need particular help 
are preparing publicity elements, contacting our 
activities participants, and coordinating the 
day's events with the school's maintenance per-
sonnel.  All of these responsibilities are well es-
tablished in our planning process, but need 
someone to carry them out. If you are interest-
ed in helping to prepare this wonderful and re-
warding community event, please contact Jenna 
Fraunfelder at 352-7411 x115 or jfraunfeld-
er@town.swanzey.nh.us or Chairman Joanne 
Stroshine at 603-400-0086 or jbjstro@aol.com.  

New Director Public Works  

On September 24th the Town of Swanzey wel-
comed Mr. Glenn Smith to serve as the Town’s new 
Director of Public Works.  
 
Mr. Smith worked for the NH Department of Trans-
portation since 1992 in the Troy, Marlborough, and 
Rindge Sections.  His time with the State included 
three years as Highway Patrol Foreman for the 
Marlborough Section and spending the last 10 years 
as Highway Patrol Foreman for the Rindge Section.  
Mr. Smith is a lifelong resident of Fitzwilliam, NH 
where he lives with his wife, Christine.   

New Director of Planning & Economic                     

Development 

On September 4th the Town of Swanzey welcomed 
Mr. Matthew Bachler to serve as the Town’s new 
Director of Planning & Economic Development.  
 
Mr. Bachler is a New England native who grew up in 
Vermont.  Prior to coming to Swanzey he served as 
City Planner for the City of Arden Hills, Minnesota, 
where he has worked since 2013.  In his Arden Hills 
he oversaw all planning and economic development 
functions for the Community Development Depart-
ment and worked closely with the City’s Planning 
Commission.  One of his accomplishments was that 
he worked with the Economic Development Com-
mission and the local Chamber of Commerce to de-
velop an award-winning Business Retention and Ex-
pansion program in 2015.  He also previously in-
terned with the Philadelphia City Planning Commis-
sion. 

What’s inside….. 

 Recreation Department  

 2018 Old Home Day  Recap 

 Conservation Commission 

 Planning & Economic Development  

 Rail Trail Advisory Committee 

 Health Officer  

 New software system for Tax Collector & As-

sessing 

 Libraries Updates 

 Recycling Center  
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Recreation Department 

 

Block Party  
The Recreation Department invites you to the 1st annual Halloween Block Party.   We will be shutting down  
a portion of Main Street  to have “Trunk or Treat”, which is going from car to car to get your treats. We will 
also have pumpkin decorating, “Touch a Truck” and some games and activities inside Whitcomb Hall. 

We want this to be a fun experience for all children and are expecting to see a great number of families 
participating in what we hope will become an annual tradition.  If you would like to enter your car into 
“Trunk of Treat” please fill out a registration form available here. This event if FREE! 

Businesses participating so far are: Court Street Veterinary Hospital, Savings Bank of Walpole, Monadnock 
Ford, Monadnock Harley-Davidson, Lynn C Rust CPA PC, The 
Service Guy LLC and Hamshaw Lumber. 

When: October 27, 2018 3 pm- 5 pm 
Where: Main Street and Whitcomb Hall                                                                                                                                                              
 
Any questions please contact Jenna at 603-352-7411 or                 
jfraunfelder@town.swanzey.nh.us 
 

Basketball  

This will be our 2nd year of Basketball. The pro-

gram is open to 4th, 5th, and 6th graders. Regis-

tration forms will be 

available soon and 

they will be passed 

out at school. Please 

keep an eye out for 

sign up dates.  

Ice Skating 

We will be setting up the ice rink at Brown Field as 

soon as the weather allows. This year we hope to 

make some changes on 

how the rink is set up 

with the goal to make 

the ice last long.  

We would like to thank our sponsors for 2018 

 
Clearwater Pool & Spa 

Frazier & Son Furniture 

Fenton Family Dealerships 

S & S Painting Inc. 

Sam’s Outdoor Outfitters 

Pilgrim Pines 

Maple Hill Nursery 

Airport Storage 

Lynn C. Rust CPA PC 

Cutting Edge Hair Salon 

True North Networks LLC 

Hamshaw Lumber 

file:///C:/Users/jelwell/Desktop/Trunk or Treat-fillable.pdf
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Old Home Day 2018 

Several children decorated 
their bikes to ride in the pa-
rade and receive awards for 
their efforts.  

The 6th NH Civil War Re-
enactors once again demon-
strated infantry tactics and 
welcomed visitors to their 
"camp street" to get the feel 
of the life those soldiers led 
during that critical time in our 
history. 

Alpacas from Crescendo 
Farms delighted kids and 
adults alike with their gentle 
ways and ultra-soft hair. 

The Old Homestead Garden 
Club answered gardening 

questions and invited inter-
ested gardeners to join their 

group. 

New this year was a climbing 
wall presented by the Swanzey 

Recreation Department.  

The Hinsdale Garrison, as 
well as Fort #4, provided a 
glimpse into life in New 
Hampshire before the na-
tion was formed. 

Not pictured here are the many other attractions that kept people entertained during the day: Ben Pratt's 
magic, Swanzey Fire Dept.'s burgers and dogs, Pit Stop's Barbecue, Woody's lemonade, Cold River Materials 

giant sandbox and bike and helmet raffle, Monadnock Maverick dancers, and so much more. 

The committee would like to thank all who participated, planned, and produced the 2018 Swanzey Old 
Home Day. We look forward to next year's celebration, tentatively scheduled for July 20.  

Always a favorite, the Nelson 
Town Band brought their 

rousing sounds to the parade 
as well as to a concert on the 

grounds of the event. 

  

The Car Show this year 
broke all records as there 

were over 100 classic vehi-
cles on display. 

With the weather once again coming through for us, from the Girl Scouts' flag line leading the parade to the 
last of the vendors packing up at the end of the event,  Swanzey's Old Home Day Committee was pleased 

to provide a day of fun, entertainment, and information for our community. Here are pictures of just a few 
of the highlights of the day. 

Photos courtesy of Cheri Casper  



The Conservation Commission has been reviewing a Forest Management 
Plan for Mt. Caesar being conducted by the Town’s Forrester, Meadowsend 
Timberlands Limited. The Conservation Commission and the Open Space 
Committee members joined a representative from Meadowsend for a field 
review of the plan on September 27, 2018 on Mt. Caesar. The plan will help 
the town make decisions about how the land will be used in the future, 
which trees and wildlife will be encouraged, and the kind of activity that the 
town wants to promote. Swanzey hopes to create an attractive place to vis-
it while keeping in mind conservation of the land and its resources. 
 

The Conservation Commission also recently voted to support the Rail Trail Advisory Committee in their grant 
application to the Transportation Alternatives Program funded by the Federal Highway Administration. The 
Rail Trail Advisory Committee is submitting an application for a $700,000 grant to rebuild the Ashuelot Rail 
Trail to completion at the Winchester town line and a substantial portion of the Cheshire Rail Trail which 
needs extensive work. The Conservation Commission voted to sign a Letter of Support for the project to the 
grant awarders and to commit to funding support in the amounts of $5,000 in 2018 and $5,000 in 2019 to 
defray some of the cost for required matching funds from the Town in support of the grant. 
 
Another project underway by the Conservation Commission is a Natural Resources Inventory which will be a 
source of information for planning, economic development, and recreational activity in the town. Jeff Little-
ton from Moosewood Ecological Services, LLC will be conducting a presentation for the Swanzey Planning 
Board on October 11, 2018 at 6:30 pm at Whitcomb Hall. The public is invited to attend. 

Conservation Commission 

In May of this year, the Director of Planning and Community Development, Sara Carbonneau, retired after 
20 years of service. I started as the new director of the department in early September, and since that time 
I’ve had an opportunity to learn more about the Town through meetings with residents, business owners, 
elected officials, and members of various volunteer boards and committees. I’ve also had a chance to take 
several tours around Swanzey, and clearly see the many natural, historical, and architectural resources that 
make this a unique community. I am looking forward to serving the Town, and helping it grow based on its 
vision and goals for the future.   
 
The Planning and Economic Development Office often receives phone calls about various projects that are 
before the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment. You are encouraged to call, email, or stop by 
Town Hall to review applications. Please call ahead to make sure that someone in the office will be available 
to assist you. Planning and Economic Development Director Matthew Bachler can be reached at 603-352-
7411, ext. 108 or by email at mbachler@town.swanzey.nh.us.  
 
As a reminder, the zoning regulations that govern the use of your property are adopted by the voters of 
Swanzey. It is important that when you go to the polls every March to understand what a proposed zoning 
ordinance means and how it may impact you. Be sure to review the warrant, read the voter guide, and ask 
questions of staff ahead of time.  

From the Desk of the Director of Planning and Economic Development 



The Rail Trail Advisory Committee (RTAC) continues work on improving and maintaining both the Ashuelot 
Trail and the Cheshire Trail.  
  
Due to the several storms that passed through Swanzey there were numerous fallen trees and debris on the 
trail. Significant clearing of the trails has taken place.  
 
The committee has been busy preparing a submission for the Federal TAP (Transportation Alternative Pro-
gram) grant. If approved the grant would provide sufficient funds to completely restore the Ashuelot trail 
from the Holbrook Ave/Riverside Lane intersection to the Swanzey/Winchester town line, plus the section 
of the trail that parallels Pine St. The grant would also provide sufficient funds to completely restore the 
Cheshire Trail from Swanzey Factory Rd to Webb Depot Road.  
 
A mapping project is in progress with maps planned to be completed before year end.  Finally, two mem-
bers of the committee attended the Vermont Walk/Bike Seminar to learn about activities in our neighboring 
state and bring back ideas that can be applied in Swanzey.   
 
Now that the weather is cooling off, get the bike out and ride the trail! See the improvements and get a little 
exercise while enjoying these two great Swanzey resources.  
 
If you are interested in joining the RTAC or being a volunteer to help maintain the trails, please contact Mike 
Kowalczyk at mkowalczyk1958@gmail.com. 

Rail Trail Advisory Committee 

Cold and Flu season is right around the corner 
 
 The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like 
covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respira-
tory illnesses like the flu.  
 Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from person to person through droplets made when people 
with flu cough, sneeze, or talk. Flu viruses also may spread when people touch something with flu virus on it 
and then touch their mouth, eyes, or nose. Many other viruses spread these ways too.  People infected with 
flu may be able to infect others beginning 1 day before symptoms develop and up to 5-7 days after becom-
ing sick. That means you may be able to spread the flu to someone else before you know you are sick as well 
as while you are sick. 
 
 Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 
 While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from infecting them. 
 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after 

you use it. 
 Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based 

hand rub. 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way. 
 Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with germs like the flu. 

Health Officer 

mailto:mkowalczyk1958@gmail.com
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/preventing.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/preventing.htm


The Stratton Free Library is now listed on the New Hampshire State Register of Historic 
Places.  This became effective on July 30, 2018. 

 
More news: 
 
Long-time Assistant Librarian, Jennifer Gomarlo, resigned  her position as of August 31.  I’m sure many of 
our patrons will miss her.  She has certainly been a big help to me during her tenure.  We all wish her the 
best in her new endeavors. 
 
Our new Assistant Librarian is Becky Streeter.  She has been a patron for many years and was a Trustee for 
several years.  She has a background in library work.  I’m sure she will continue to be an asset to our library 
in this new position. 

Stratton Free Library 

The Town of Swanzey is in the process of converting to the                                                            

Avitar Tax Collect & Assessing system  

 
This new system will:  
 
Make it easier for you ~ to view 
your assessing information online  
Make it possible for you ~to 
view your property tax bill infor-
mation online 
Make it convenient for you ~ to 
pay your tax bill online 
 
  You can search by: 
~ Owner name 
~ Parcel ID (Map & Lot #) 
~ Property Address 
 
 
 

Please note: We have been very busy doing everything possible to make this a smooth transition and we 

really appreciate your patience as we work through this process.  

The Tax Collect portion is complete and we are working on the Assessing side currently. 

If you should have any questions please contact Assessing Coordinator Christine Smith by phone at 352-

7411 X114 or by email  at csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us  Thank you! 

mailto:csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us


The Mt. Caesar Union Library has begun serious fundraising with the goal of improving access to 

the building and the collections. An elevator granting access to the upper floors and meeting 

room would be the cornerstone of an array of improvements that would enhance the offerings 

and usability of the library while maintaining the character and footprint that has been part of 

the community for 140 years. The library was begun by “the ladies of the Town” in 1880 and eve-

ry improvement since has been as a result of community engagement. Please contact the library 

if you’d like to get involved; 357-0456. 

Read on to hear about the fundraising kickoff event 

BOOKS IN BLOOM was the theme of a recent garden reception held at the home of The Rev. Canon 
Samir Habiby and his wife, Kathy, to launch a major capital campaign for renovations to the Mt. 
Caesar Union Library. Guests were entertained by the music of Swanzey resident Lynn Bales who 
offered his services pro bono for the event. 
After introductions by hostess Kathy Habiby, a history of the Library and results of a Strategic 
Planning Session with local survey were shared by Librarian Cadigan (Caddie) Gregory, and a vid-
eo presentation was made by Architect Katie Cassidy Sutherland sharing proposed plans for the 
renovations. 
It was noted that the Library itself is a private not-for-profit organization 501(c)3 that receives its 
basic ($78,000) funding from the Town. The remaining operating funds are derived from a small 
trust and individual donor contributions. The last large improvement of the library took place 27 
years ago. 
A basement room of the Library is the repository of many Swanzey antiquities that have not been 
shared to any extent with the general public and the third floor of the building has not been used 
because of the lack of electricity, proper egress, and heating and air conditioning. It is envisioned 
to use the third floor as a multi-purpose room, including rotating antiquity exhibits, a meeting 
room for community organizations, as well as a lecture/performance hall. 
Because the Library is not ADA compliant, many grants and State-offered enrichment programs can 
not be utilized, including performers for the children’s summer reading program. The proposed 
renovations would include adding a second-floor addition over the existing annex to house an ex-
panded children/young people area, renovation of the third floor, and an elevator with access from 
the basement to the third floor. Rest rooms would be added on each floor that meet ADA require-
ments. 
Solar panels and replacement of the aging heating and air conditioning systems, along with win-
dows and insulation, will create a much more energy efficient facility. 
Realizing that it takes a “community” to build a better community, a plea went out to those pre-
sent to be involved and to involve their neighbors by means of their time, talent, and/or treasure. 
Active committee members were solicited as well as sustaining memberships. The response has 
been very gratifying. Donations continue to come in and grant options vigorously pursued. Tenta-
tive plans call for renovations to begin late summer 2019 and finish in the Spring 2020. 
Please stop by the Library and look at a proposed rendering of the building. Rest assured the his-
toric integrity of the building is being preserved but enhanced. Copies of the Strategic Plan are 
available, as well as Pledge forms. You can also donate online via the website. The donation page is 
found under the HOME tab. https://mtcaesarunionlibrary.weebly.com 

Mount Caesar Union Library 

https://mtcaesarunionlibrary.weebly.com/


Hazardous Waste Schedule 
There are only a few 2018 hazardous waste collection days left! (Sat. 10-13-18), (Wed. 10-17-18), (Sat. 10-27-
18). All household hazardous waste after the last day will have to be safely stored until the spring 2019 haz-
ardous waste days come out. Any questions about hazardous waste, talk to a facility operator. All collections 
will be held at the Keene Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located adjacent to the Keene Recy-
cling Center, 55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 8am-1pm. 
What to bring to Keene Hazardous waste: anything labeled corrosive, hazardous, toxic irritant, flammable 
and or oxidizer. None of the above should be brought to the Swanzey Recycling Center. 
 
Reminders 
The Swanzey Recycling Center would like to remind residents to clean out recyclables of food and remove 
any caps from bottles. This is not only a health issue but helps ensure that we are shipping the highest quality 
materials to market.   
 
The Swanzey Recycling is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need to do is 
bring your vehicle registration to the center to get your free green recycling permit. All permits are attached 
to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents get full use of this great 
facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges disposal fees 
to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews and may adjust 
these fees, after a public hearing.  

 
What’s new? 
We are happy to announce that thanks to the dedication and hard work of the Wings of Dawn bird rehabilita-
tion center; we have a lead tackle disposal box to help protect the loon population located by the main 
sorting windows. Loons can eat a fish that has swallowed a lead sinker or eat it from the lake bottom mistak-
ing it for a pebble. Once the loon ingests the lead sinker it affects the blood stream and organs. Within 2-3 
weeks the loon will succumb to the lead poisoning. Even with an average lifespan of 20-30 years the loon 
does not start to reproduce until 6-7 years of age, adult loons have on average 1 chick every 2 years meaning 
they need every opportunity to contribute to the loon population. If you want more information on the lead 
tackle disposal box and the importance on protecting these beautiful birds, ask an attendant! 
 

Recycling Center 



Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 
 
Recycling is mandatory to use the facility… 
 
Attendants are authorized through the Solid Waste Processing Facility Ordinance- Town of Swanzey, to in-
spect all bags and boxes for compliance of recycling and may refuse to accept garbage containing recycla-
bles. Adopted by BOS 06/26/2012. The only bad question is the one that is never asked, we are here to 
help and educate the importance of recycling! 
 
If you would like to schedule a facility tour and see the process first hand you can call 603-357-3808 or 
email jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us and set up a time! 
 
Waste Oil 
The Swanzey Recycling Center needs your help! If you perform DIY maintenance 

on a: vehicle, boat, plane, four-wheeler, lawn mower or anything with a motor, 

we can take your used motor oil! The Swanzey Recycling Center burns waste oil 

to heat the facility in the cold months, 1,200 to 1,600 gallons of waste oil can be 

burned in a year. This saves thousands of dollars in regular heating oil while giv-

ing the staff a place to warm up in the winter months. We also accept anti-freeze 

in separate containers that are properly labeled. We ask if you are dropping 

waste oil off to the facility that you label it with a name and a phone number to 

help keep contamination rates down.  

Fall Upcycling Project 

Lamps- 

This is a personal favorite of mine, the ideas are endless! Do you have an old lamp 

that you don’t want to throw away? Here are a few ideas of what you can do with 

it! First thing you will want to do is remove the outer shell, and the top compo-

nents. You should have the cord, base, switch, socket, socket shell and insulation 

sleeve. You want to make sure that all of the components are in a safe working 

condition before you proceed. Once that is done the creativity begins! 

mailto:jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us

